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REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL

Minutes dated January 16, 2018

Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00pm in the Auditorium at the Roberta G. Doering
School, 68 Main Street, Agawam.

Item A. Roll Call

ROLL CALL – 11 PRESENT, 0 ABSENT

Roll Call was taken with the following councilors present: George Bitzas, Council Vice President Cecilia Calabrese,
Paul Cavallo, Council President Christopher Johnson, Gina Letellier, Robert Magovern, Dino Mercadante, Joseph
Mineo, Robert Rossi, Rosemary Sandlin and Anthony Suffriti.  With eleven present, there was a quorum.

Item B.  Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council President Johnson asked for a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time

The following citizens spoke:

 Doreen Prouty – thanked incumbents for their past support and would consider it an honor to continue on the
Zoning Board of Appeals.  She would appreciate their support.

Item D.  Minutes

1. Regular Council Meeting – December 18, 2017

Motion to approve made by Councilor Suffriti and seconded by Councilor Letellier.  Voice vote approved.

2. Regular (Reorganizational) Council Meeting – January 2, 2018

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  Voice vote approved.

Item E.  Declaration from Council President

None.

Item F.  Presentation of Petitions and Remonstrances

1. TR-2017-70 - A Resolution appropriating ($15,000.00) from the Community Preservation Fund and
authorizing the expenditure of Community Preservation Funds to fund the Agricultural Preservation
Restriction on farmland located at North West Street and to accept an interest in real estate (CPA)
(Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Letellier and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Letellier provided a report stating that after a discussion about this land already being in 61A
and paying the reduced 61A tax rate, it was noted that this is already part of the Open Space plan and will preserve this
land as open farm land for the foreseeable future.  Motion to approve made by Councilor Cavallo and seconded by
Councilor Calabrese.  The vote was 4 yes, 0 no, 1 absent (Councilor Mineo)
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The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.  Council President Johnson thanked the Kosinski family for putting
their property in APR.

2. TR-2017-71 - A Resolution appropriating $26,237.70 from the Community Preservation Fund and
authorizing the expenditure of Community Preservation Funds for the replacement of benches on town-
owned land (CPA) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Suffriti and seconded by Councilor Magovern.  As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Letellier provided a report stating that these benches are similar to the benches you see at
Phelps Green or on Main Street where a citizen has dedicated a bench for someone.  These funds will help complete
the benches on Federal Street, Elm Street, Main Street, Saint John’s Field and at the police station.  Three quarters of
the town has been done and the next phase will complete the work.  Motion to approve made by Councilor Cavallo and
seconded by Councilor Mercadante.  The vote was 4 yes, 0 no, 1 absent (Councilor Mineo)

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

3. TR-2017-72 - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of Twenty Thousand Two Hundred and
no cents ($20,200.00) from the Osterman Family Foundation for use by the Town of Agawam Public
Library’s Enhance the Youth Experience at the Library Project (Sponsored by Mayor Cohen)
(Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Cavallo and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.  As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Letellier provided a report stating that Librarian Judy Clini explained that this grant will be used
to purchase iPads in the library which will also be available for people to borrow keeping in mind that like laptops that
are lent out, they are subject to fines for replacement and/or damage.  They will also be purchasing an early literacy
computer for the library with these funds and more at various school libraries.  Motion to approve made by Councilor
Cavallo and seconded by Councilor Mercadante.  The vote was 5 yes, 0 no.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

4. TR-2017-73 - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of $207,970.00 from the Massachusetts
Department of Energy Resources under the Green Communities Designation Grant Program
(Sponsored by Mayor Cohen) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Rossi.  As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Letellier provided a report stating that this grant is because we are now part of the Green
Community designation.  This is to replace the furnace at the Doering School as well as LED light replacement and
other energy improvements.  The LED light replacement at Clark School has been completely done. This work is
exempt from the bidding process.  Treasurer Placzek shared that the town received a $49,000 energy rebate.  The
Mayor will be setting up a Capital Improvement Energy Stabilization fund for monies such as this which will be
earmarked for future energy improvements.  Motion to approve made by Councilor Cavallo and seconded by
Councilor Mercadante.  The vote was 5 yes, 0 no.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

Item G.  Report of Council Committees

None.

Item H.  Elections

1. TE-2018-3 - Election of a permanent member of the Zoning Board of Appeals

Council President Johnson opened the floor to nominations.  Councilor Letellier nominated Doreen Prouty which was
seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  Councilor Magovern moved to close nominations seconded by Councilor Mineo.

The vote was 11 for DOREEN PROUTY.  On behalf of the City Council, Council President Johnson thanked Doreen
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for her continued service.
.
2. TE-2018-4 - Election of an alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals

Council President Johnson opened the floor to nominations.  Councilor Suffriti nominated Aldo Mancini which was
seconded by Councilor Letellier.  Councilor Cavallo moved to close nominations seconded by Councilor Mineo.

The vote was 11 for ALDO MANCINI.  On behalf of the City Council, Council President Johnson thanked Aldo for
his continued service.

Item I. Public Hearings

None.

Item J.  Old Business

1. TOR-2017-13 - An Ordinance to amend the Code of the Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinances to add
solar energy systems (Sponsored by Councilors Johnson and Rossi) Refer to Legislative Committee and
work with Assessors and Engineering to gather list of potential overlay district areas – no vote taken yet
(Tabled 12/18/17)

Council President noted that the Assessor provided a list of five-acre parcels within the town which could be
considered for an overlay district.  The next step would be to have Engineering place these parcels on a map.  Council
President Johnson left the item on the table and re-referred the item to the Legislative Committee.

2. TO-2017-78 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Elias Auto, 1123
Suffield Street, Agawam, MA. (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that all information seemed to be in order.  Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council and the vote was 5 YES, 0 NO.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

3. TO-2017-79 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Paul J. LaPointe d/b/a
The Car Connection, 820 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA. (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative
Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that all information seemed to be in order.  Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council and the vote was 5 YES, 0 NO.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

4. TO-2017-80 - An Order granting or renewing a PERMIT for Weekly Amusement for Scoreboard
Bar & Restaurant, 15 King Street, Agawam, MA. (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that all information seemed to be in order.  Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council and the vote was 5 YES, 0 NO.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.
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5. TO-2017-81 - An Order granting or renewing a LICENSE for Automatic Amusement Device(s) for
Scoreboard Bar & Restaurant, 15 King Street, Agawam, MA. (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative
Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.  As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that all information seemed to be in order.  Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council and the vote was 5 YES, 0 NO.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

6. TO-2017-82 - An Order granting or renewing a PERMIT for Weekly Amusement for Crestview
Country Club LLC, 478 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA. (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative
Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilors Rossi and Magovern.  As Chair of the
Administrative Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that all information seemed to be in order.
Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council and the vote was 5 YES, 0 NO.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

7. TO-2017-83 - An Order granting or renewing a PERMIT for Weekly Amusement for OMS
Hospitality Group d/b/a Chez Josef, 176 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam, MA. (Clerk) (Referred to
Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.  As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that all information seemed to be in order.  Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council and the vote was 5 YES, 0 NO.

The vote was 11 YES, 0 N0 approving the item.

Item K.  New Business

1. TR-2018-1 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Mario Tedeschi, 150 Juniper Ridge
Drive, Feeding Hills, MA, to the Agawam Municipal Golf Commission for a term expiring on December
31, 2020 (Mayor)

Next Agenda.

2. TR-2018-2 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Mario Tedeschi, 150 Juniper Ridge
Drive, Feeding Hills, MA to the Planning Board to a term expiring January 1, 2023 (Mayor)

Next Agenda.

3. TR-2018-3 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of David Cecchi, 29 Albert Street,
Agawam, MA to the Historical Commission to a term expiring January 1, 2021 (Mayor)

Next Agenda.

4. TR-2018-4 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Shelby Hall-Gibbons, 49 Anvil Street,
Feeding Hills, MA  to the Agawam Housing Authority for a term expiring the second Monday in
January 2023 (Mayor)

Next Agenda.



5

5. TR-2018-5 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Patrick Asta-Ferrero, 71 Birch Hill Road,
Agawam, MA to the Agawam Veteran’s Council to an unexpired term expiring April 1, 2018 (Mayor)

Next Agenda.

6. TR-2018-6 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Marie Kellogg-Izzo, 124 Brookfield Lane,
Agawam, MA to the Whiting Street and Thomas Pyne Fund Commission for a term expiring December
31, 2020 (Mayor)

Next Agenda.

7. TR-2018-7 - A Resolution authorizing the application and acceptance of a Massachusetts
Community Development Block Program (Mayor) – Suggest a Public Hearing Date of February 5, 2018

Council President set the Public Hearing for February 5, 2018 and referred to Community Relations Committee, next
Agenda.

8 TO-2018-1 - Order granting or renewing a PERMIT for Weekly Amusement for N. Liquori, Inc.
d/b/a The Back Room, 827 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.

9. TO-2018-2 - An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Richard Conlon Jr.
d/b/a Motor City Car Co., 91 Ramah Circle, Agawam, MA (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.

Item L.  Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council.

Councilor Letellier expressed what a great Finance Committee meeting they had and appreciated Mayor Sapelli
attending.  He made sure the appropriate Department Heads were available to answer any questions.  She thinks it’s
the beginning of a beautiful friendship.  Councilor Suffriti received numerous calls about trash pickup but that seemed
to have been handled.  He didn’t want the Council to forget about the sewer issue.  Council Vice President Calabrese
stated the Rosie Robotics build season is currently in process and feel free to stop in.  Councilor Rossi made comments
about the sewer project and wants to form a committee or commission and restart the discussion.  Councilor Bitzas
welcomed the new councilors to their first working meeting.  He hopes the Council works together in the best interests
of the town.  Councilor Mercadante expressed appreciation for acceptance onto the Council and looks forward to
working hard.  He also thanked the citizens for giving him this honor.  Councilor Magovern also thanked everyone
who helped to put him back into office.  As Legislative Chair, he noted that the solar ordinance needs work and said
his door is open for input.  He also mentioned that once of the benches will be for a memorial for Gary Janowicz.
Council President Johnson expressed how easy it was to select the sub-committees and appreciated the feedback.  He
noted that the first Agenda Review with Mayor Sapelli was very friendly and productive.  He reminded everyone we
need to fill the Housing Committee and the Energy Commission and to please let Barbara know if you are interested.
The FY19 budget request needs to be submitted so if you have any comments or ideas to add or subtract, please
contact Barbara as well.  There are several councilors attending the MMA Trade Show and we look forward to any
feedback you will provide.  He thanked the Council for their confidence they’ve placed in he and Council Vice
President Calabrese.  He looks forward to a productive year.

Item M.  Adjournment.

The Motion to adjourn was moved and seconded all around.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:38pm.
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Also approved were license and/or permit applications:

TO-2017-78 through and including TO-2017-83




