REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated May 17, 2021
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00pm in the Auditorium at the Agawam Junior High
School. Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A,
Section 20, the public is not allowed to physically access this meeting. Members of the public will be able to access
the meeting on Cable Access Channel 15 as well as watch live streamed on the town’s website.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 9 PRESENT, 2 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Christopher
Johnson, Dino Mercadante, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith, Anthony Suffriti and Mario Tedeschi. Councilors
Letellier and Rossi were absent. With nine present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
William Clark, 26 High Meadow Road sent in the following which was read into record:

Item D. Minutes
1.

Regular Council Meeting – May 3, 2021

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Cavallo and many others. Voice vote
approved.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
1.

Introduction of the new Superintendent of Public Works – Mario Mazza

Mayor Sapelli was pleased and proud to introduce the newly hired DPW Director, Mario Mazza. Mario Mazza greeted
the City Council and gave a brief background of his work history. He has worked in the Department of Public Works
for over twenty years. In 1999, he was Comptroller of the City of Springfield and for sixteen years he served as the
Deputy Director of DPW in the City of Springfield. In 2015, he became the Longmeadow DPW Director where he
grew and learned a lot over the 5 ½ years he was there. He has spent the eight weeks that he has been DPW Director
for the Town of Agawam learning about the operations, current and upcoming projects and meeting staff members. He
said there is definitely a lot happening here in Agawam. Mario thanked the City Council for allowing him to come and
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introduce himself. Council President Johnson welcomed him on behalf of the entire Council and wished him the best.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2021-32 - A Resolution to accept M.G.L. Chapter 200A, Section 9A regarding abandoned funds
(Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the
Finance Committee, Councilor Mercadante provided the report stating that this was regarding abandoned funds that
currently go to the state. This would give us the opportunity to advertise them and keep the funds here in town. The
committee gave a positive recommendation by a vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.
The vote was 9 YES, 0 NO, 2 ABSENT (Councilors Letellier and Rossi) approving the item.
2.

TR-2021-33 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Francis J. Curnow, 115 Forest Hill
Road, Feeding Hills, MA to the Agawam Veterans’ Council to a term expiring April 1, 2024 (Mayor
Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.
The vote was 9 YES, 0 NO, 2 ABSENT (Councilors Letellier and Rossi) approving the appointment. Council
President Johnson thanked Mr. Curnow for his continued service to the town.
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
1.

TR-2021-31 (PH-2021-2)
- A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2022- 2026 Capital Improvement
Program (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilors Smith and Suffriti. As
Chair of the Finance Committee, Councilor Mercadante provided his report stating that the Mayor, Solicitor, Treasurer
and Auditor were present to review any and all questions raised by the Committee. Council Vice President Calabrese
asked the following questions (1) does the new Police Station fire alarm include CO detection (2) could the Mayor
discuss any site selection with respect to the proposed public safety complex (3) is there an anticipated start date for
work on the Tuckahoe dam and access road (4) are there available trade in values for the DPW equipment and for
vehicles #317 and #309 would those vehicles be replaced in full and if just the parts need replacement, how long are
they expected to last and lastly (5) is the Westfield River Interceptor Relocation Project the project that Congressman
Neal seeks to fund with the $900k earmark he set aside for Agawam and if yes, can we divert our own town funds to
the Feeding Hills Sewer Expansion project. Councilor Smith asked about the process of evaluation for the high school.
Councilor Mercadante asked about bonding for the sewers and Councilor Sandlin noted that the Hampden County
bond had two years left at $9,500 per year. In the end, the committee gave a positive recommendation to the Full
Council by a vote of 5 Yes, 0 No. Council President Johnson read the item into record and declared the Public Hearing
open at 7:09pm. Despite some technical difficulties, Will Clark, 126 High Meadow Avenue asked questions on the
$65,000 for a study, the Tuckahoe bond, and the odor control for pumping station near School Street Park. No one
else spoke for or against or in name only so Council President Johnson declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:41pm.
He then introduced the Mayor to present the CIP budget. Mayor Sapelli thanked him and noted that during the
pandemic many needs were put aside and/or slashed and this year, those needs did not go away so they have included
them along with some new needs. He believes it is fiscally conservative and asked Treasurer Laurel Placzek to go
through the PowerPoint presentation.
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Treasurer Placzek asked if anyone had any questions. Councilor Mercadante asked what “traffic light improvements”
included and the Mayor responded it was for the repair, maintenance and upkeep of damaged traffic lights due to
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storms, accidents, etc. Councilor Mercadante asked if this was normally a contracted item and the Mayor affirmed.
Councilor Bitzas took issue with the $30,000,000 public safety complex and the $65,000 for the Public Safety Facility
Needs Study as well. He believes it would be better to put this money towards sidewalks. A Public Safety complex is
a luxury not a necessity. Sidewalks are a necessity and he noted this was nothing against the Police Department.
Councilor Bitzas respectfully disagreed with the Mayor and said during these tough times, we shouldn’t use this
money for a luxury. Mayor Sapelli asked Councilor Bitzas to show him a school or Public Safety building that is more
than thirty years old. Our police station was retrofitted into a 1930’s elementary school. The fire department has one
locker room for men and women. Mayor Sapelli respectfully disagreed with Councilor Bitzas and believes it IS an
absolute necessity. Treasurer Placzek noted that the $65,000 was removed from the Operating Budget and placed into
the CIP budget. Councilor Tedeschi asked if it was just for ease of simple accounting that all figures are rounded and
not more detailed and they Mayor said yes it is put out there as a model figure and generally changes every year.
Council Vice President Calabrese liked this CIP budget and all her questions were answered at the sub-committee
level. She recognizes that the golf course is an asset to the town and also believes the Public Safety Complex is indeed
a priority. She looks forward to the day it is in front of the Council and she will support it. Council Vice President
Calabrese stated she was very impressed with what she sees. Councilor Mercadante had wondered if the town could
bond the sewer project however there is only so much the taxpayer can bear and we have to continue to replace things
due to wear and tear. Councilor Cavallo liked the plan and noted these figures are not set in stone and may change or
get removed over the next couple of years. The Mayor will make the right call as to what needs to be done one year at
a time. Councilor Sandlin stated that the sewers should be included in this CIP budget – we need to give that area
some hope. Councilor Bitzas said the study and the safety complex still bothered him.
The vote was 9 YES, 0 NO, 2 ABSENT (Councilors Letellier and Rossi) approving the item.
2.

TOR-2021-2 (PH-2021-3)
- An Ordinance to amend Section 147 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the
Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (Two Readings Required) Public Hearing date set for June 7 , 2021
(Referred to Legislative Committee)

The Public Hearing is set for June 7, 2021.
3.

TOR-2021-3 (PH-2021-4)
- An Ordinance to amend Section 124 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the
Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (Two Readings Required) Public Hearing date set for June 7, 2021
(Referred to Legislative Committee)

The Public Hearing is set for June 7, 2021.
Item I. Old Business
1.

TO-2021-8
- A Budgetary Transfer of $1,800.00 from Law Department Professional Services
(#11512-52190) to Law Department Regular/Temporary (#11511-51020) (Referred to Finance
Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Mercadante stated this was an interdepartmental transfer and there was no discussion on the
item. His committee gave a positive recommendation to the Full Council by a vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.
The vote was 9 YES, 0 NO, 2 ABSENT (Councilors Letellier and Rossi) approving the item.
2.

TO-2021-9
- A Budgetary Transfer of $26,158.50 from the Reserve Fund (#16605-57300) to DPW
Snow and Ice Equipment Rental (#14202-52071) (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Mercadante stated this was due to a tough winter and we need this transfer to cover the extra
expense. There was no discussion on the item. His committee gave a positive recommendation to the Full Council by
a vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.
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The vote was 9 YES, 0 NO, 2 ABSENT (Councilors Letellier and Rossi) approving the item.
3.

TO-2021-10 - A Municipal Golf Course Budgetary Transfer of $25,000.00 from the Reserve Fund
(#16605-57300) into Municipal Golf Course Food & Service Supplies (#65263-52220) (Mayor Sapelli)
(Referred to Finance Committee)

Council President Johnson read the revised item into record:

Motion to approve was made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of
the Finance Committee, Councilor Mercadante noted that we need to recognize that the Golf Course is paying its own
bills, using its own money to pay for its own needs and that’s a good thing. Council Vice President Calabrese thanked
Mr. DiRico for his stewardship and that the course revenue could be in excess of one million dollars. Councilor Bitzas
echoed her words. Councilor Tedeschi also said credit needs to also go to Dan Shay for the amazing golf course
conditions.
The vote was 9 YES, 0 NO, 2 ABSENT (Councilors Letellier and Rossi) approving the item.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2021-34 - A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2022 Annual Operating Budget for the Town of
Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) – Suggest a Public Hearing Date of June 7, 2021

Council President Johnson set the Public Hearing for June 7th and noted that next Monday will be the remainder of the
departments’ budgets in a workshop with the Operating Budget Public Hearing set for June 7th and then the vote will
take place on June 21st.
2.

TR-2021-35 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for a Condition Assessment Report and Preservation
Plan for the Captain Charles Leonard House (CPA)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
3.

TR-2021-36 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for the purchase of benches on town owned land
(CPA)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
4.

TR-2021-37 - A Resolution authorizing the reservation and appropriation of funds from the
Community Preservation Fund (CPA)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
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5.

TR-2021-38 - A Resolution authorizing the adoption of Orders of Taking for the Morgan Sullivan
Bridge Project under the authority of Section 14 of Chapter 40 and Chapter 79 and Chapter84 of the
General Laws for the construction and maintenance of the Morgan Sullivan Bridge Project (Mayor
Sapelli)

Next Agenda.
6.

TO-2021-11 - An Order granting or renewing a Junk Dealer’s PERMIT for Block Jewelers, Inc., One
South End Bridge Circle, Agawam, MA (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Councilor Bitzas was happy to hear that the mask restrictions will be lifted soon especially with the young athletes
having to play sports and wear a mask. Councilor Suffriti mentioned TR-2021-38 was not on his BoardPaq.
Councilor Smith was approached by several people who live on River Road by Main Street. The traffic signal is
motion activated and if the first car is not pulled up far enough, that traffic signal never changes. With all of the
anticipated traffic from Six Flags, the people on River Road and side streets have difficulty getting in and out of their
streets. Councilor Smith recommended having a sign placed there saying “Stop here on red” or something to that
effect.
Item M. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn moved and seconded all around. Meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm. *Please note that this meeting
was live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as being able to view on the town’s website* (www.agawam.ma.us)
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