REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated June 6, 2022
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00pm at the Agawam Junior High School.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 11 PRESENT, 0 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following Councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Thomas
Hendrickson, Christopher Johnson, Dino Mercadante, Anthony Russo, Robert Rossi, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith,
and Anthony Suffriti. With eleven present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
The following people spoke:




Corinne Wingard spoke about the water and sewer rate increase
Catherine McDougal spoke about expanding the operating schedule of the splash pad at School Street Park
Will Clark spoke about the water and sewer rates

Item D. Minutes
1.

Regular Council Meeting – May 2, 2022

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Smith. Voice vote approved.
2.

Regular Council Meeting – May 16, 2022

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilors Mercadante, Cavallo and Sandlin. Voice
vote approved.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
None.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2022-24 - A Resolution to appropriate and authorize borrowing in the amount of Two Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) to pay costs for the Westfield River Intercept Sewer
Relocation Project and the Reed Street Embankment Project (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (Referred
to Finance Committee) (Remain on table since 4/4/22)

Council President Johnson noted this item will remain on the table until we received updated information.
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2.

TR-2022-33 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Frank DeStefano, 918 Shoemaker Lane,
Feeding Hills to the Community Preservation Act Committee to an unexpired term expiring April 30,
2023 (City Council)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilors Suffriti, Mercadante and Cavallo.
The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the appointment.
3.

TR-2022-34 - A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an easement agreement between the
Town of Agawam and NStar Electric Company and Verizon New England, Inc. (Sponsored by Mayor
Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilors Smith and seconded by Councilors Suffriti and Sandlin. Council President
Johnson mentioned that this is because they completed the installation of the cell tower and the Golf Course so this
would amend the easement and update the necessary information.
The vote was 11YES, 0 NO approving the item.
4.

TR-2022-35 - A Resolution approving water use rates fixed by the Department of Public Works
(Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. Council Vice President Calabrese
expressed concern with gas prices at over $5.00/gallon, milk over $4.00 and the skyrocketing market. We also
approved a new Police Station – our residents are getting slammed and now is not the time for a 35% increase. She
understands the need to we need to look elsewhere and maybe whoever is hired as the new Chief of Staff could make
searching for grants a priority but she will not be supporting this. Councilor Mercadante agreed with Council Vice
President Calabrese although from a different slant. He said there is an obvious need and infrastructure doesn’t last
forever. We have recently bonded eleven million for the Police Station, our taxes are going up, there’s a potential of a
new high school – how much more can the taxpayer bear? 26.4% of the population is age 60 or older and on a fixed
budget and everywhere you look, prices are going up. He does not think this is the time for an increase. Councilor
Mercadante understood the need to increase the rates however he was more interested in a compromise of doing the
first year increase but then revisiting the issue prior to the third year increase. Council President Johnson said to wait
for the amendment until after the initial discussion. Councilor Smith also understands the need for this increase but
objects to the timing of the bills. He would like to see the real estate tax bills not come due in the same month as the
water/sewer bills. He told the story of the two elderly ladies and the cans of olives. He also noted that at the workshop
Councilor Russo suggested adding fifteen days to the bill. Councilor Hendrickson stated he would be voting in favor
and encouraged his colleagues to do the same. He agreed it was difficult to fully comprehend these services because
they aren’t tangible. He said we take it for granted that water will come out of the faucet on demand and that we have
clean water return once a toilet is flushed. Councilor Hendrickson stated it was the fiscally responsible thing to do
noting it is much cheaper to invest in maintenance rather than repair. He would also be in favor of changing it to 45
days. Councilor Rossi said our water and sewer rates are governed by the enterprise funds. We would all feel the
pinch but there is nothing we can do about it and unfortunately these increases are imperative to maintain the system.
Councilor Bitzas said the total increases that are being proposed are astronomical to him and it is the wrong time to do
this. The state and the country is suffering and we need to help our people. He cannot support this increase and
questioned why this was not done five to six years ago, noting he would be willing to compromise and adjust.
Councilor Cavallo specified that we purchase our water from Springfield and their increases are passed off to us and
agrees with these increases as a necessary thing. He also encouraged residents to look into requesting an extension of
time. Councilor Cavallo agreed that something should have been done years ago with past the administration. Council
President Johnson stated for the public’s information that at this point, the proposed budget is predicated on these
increases and without them the DPW would not be able to continue to operate and the town would be forced to call
upon the taxpayers to pay the difference. These increases are necessary to keep the enterprise funds in balance noting
our system is a semi-annual system with six sections of town being read twice a year so changing it to four times per
year logistically would cause a problem. He also said to be frank raising the rates sucks but the reality is it is necessary
and we are still lower than everyone around us. Council President Johnson also mentioned that he participated with
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the Mayor and Consultants to come up with these increases. He wasn’t happy but this is the best of all the proposed
increases. Perhaps the Mayor would be willing to rethink the third year increase and maybe delay or reduce the
percentage increase. Councilor Russo agreed that none of us want to increase these rates but they are a necessity. We
purchase water from Springfield and are paying more for better water. He agreed that he would prefer a 45 day rather
than 30 which would help ease the pain and also agreed that Agawam will still have the lowest rates in all the
surrounding communities. Councilor Bitzas said he would not vote against the budget even those these rates are
contained within them. He does support the teachers, schools, police and fire but does not support the 80% increase in
three years. He would consider amending these rates and doesn’t care about the surrounding towns – only the residents
of Agawam. Councilor Mercadante agreed he is only concerned with the Town of Agawam. Obviously the City of
Springfield will pass on their increases to everyone who uses their water. He would still offer the amendment of
keeping the first year but delaying and revisiting an increase in the third year noting we should worry about this year
and not three years down the road. Councilor Sandlin reminded everyone that our seniors are on a fixed income. She
mentioned the Circuit Breaker Bill which could help in doing taxes giving residents a break. Council President
Johnson said at this point, we would discuss the amendments from Councilor Smith and Councilor Mercadante.
Amendment #!
Motion to amend made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Sandlin amending the bill to be due in fortyfive days instead of thirty days. Where the wording says 35 days – amend to 45 days and where it says 45 days –
amend to 60 days.
The vote was 11 Yes, 0 No approving Amendment #1.
Amendment #2
Motion to amend made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Russo and Cavallo. This amendment
would keep the rate increase in July 1, 2022 but where it says July 1, 2024 add the following “with approval of the
Agawam City Council on or before June 1, 2024” noting this leave the increase in there but requires the town to come
back before the City Council for approval and puts the town on a timeline. Councilor Mercadante believed this to be
fair and addresses the needs at this point in time noting we could reassess at that time. He said if they don’t come back,
the rates stay the same. Councilor Bitzas stated he would still oppose the increase in the first year as well but would
support the amendment to make it easier.
The vote was 6 Yes, (Councilors Bitzas, Calabrese Cavallo, Mercadante, Russo and Suffriti), 5 No (Councilors
Hendrickson, Johnson, Rossi, Sandlin, and Smith) approving Amendment #2.
Council President Johnson then asked for a vote of TR-2022-35 as amended twice.
The vote was 9 YES, 2 NO (Councilors Bitzas and Calabrese) approving the item as amended twice.
5.

TR-2022-36 - A Resolution approving sewer use rates fixed by the Department of Public Works
(Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Cavallo and Sandlin. The same
amendments were made for the sewer rates.
Amendment #!
Motion to amend made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Councilor Suffriti amending the bill to be due in fortyfive days instead of thirty days. Where the wording says 35 days – amend to 45 days and where it says 45 days –
amend to 60 days.
The vote was 11 Yes, 0 No approving Amendment #1.
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Amendment #2
Motion to amend made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. This amendment would keep
the rate increase in July 1, 2022 but where it says July 1, 2024 add the following “with approval of the Agawam City
Council on or before June 1, 2024” noting this leave the increase in there but requires the town to come back before
the City Council for approval and puts the town on a timeline.
The vote was 6 Yes, (Councilors Bitzas, Calabrese Cavallo, Mercadante, Russo and Suffriti), 5 No (Councilors
Hendrickson, Johnson, Rossi, Sandlin, and Smith) approving Amendment #2.
Council President Johnson then asked for a vote of TR-2022-36 as amended twice.
The vote was 9 YES, 2 NO (Councilors Bitzas and Calabrese) approving the item as amended twice.
6.

TR-2022-37 - A Resolution approving water connection and service charges fixed by the Department
of Public Works (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Mercadante. Council President Johnson
noted that this increases the connection fees associated with people getting new service and will now accurately reflect
the actual costs so that the rate payer does not subsidize it. Councilor Bitzas stated that this is a logical increase but
one item said 41% and that seemed too large. Council President Johnson advised him in that this is for industrial and
not residential because it is for 2” line where most homes use a ½” line. Councilor Bitzas thanked him for the
information. Councilor Sandlin stated that we are looking at the cost of rising materials and we need to accurately
charge fees to reflect the actual costs. She would support the item. Council President Johnson again noted that this
was for the new user coming in to the system and they should pay what the actual cost is for installation.
The vote was 11YES, 0 NO approving the item.
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
1.

TOR-2022-8 (PH-2022-5)
- An Ordinance to amend Section 124 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the
Town of Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (1 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Council President Johnson explained that the Mayor has requested to withdraw this item and asked for a Motion to
withdraw.
Motion to withdraw made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Smith.
The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO withdrawing the item.
2.

TR-2022-32 (PH-2022-6)
- A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2023 Annual Operating Budget
for the Town of Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Council President Johnson declared the Public Hearing open at 8:02pm. There were no speakers in favor, in favor
name only, in opposition, in opposition name only so Council President Johnson declared the Public Hearing closed at
8:03pm. This item will be acted upon at our Next Agenda.
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Item I. Old Business
1.

TOR-2022-9 - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 175 of the Code of the Town of Agawam (Sponsored
by Mayor Sapelli) (1 of 2 Readings)

Motion to approve the first reading made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.
The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the first reading.
2.

TO-2022-11 - An Order granting or renewing a Junk Dealer’s PERMIT for Baki’s Fine Jewelry, 9
North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Mercadante. As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided the report stating there were no issues or concerns with this item. The
Committee gave a positive recommendation to the Full Council by a vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.
The vote was 11 YES, 0 NO approving the item.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2022-39 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for the rehabilitation of the Tuckahoe Property
($2,000,000.00) (CPA)

Council President Johnson invited the Mayor to have a short presentation on this item at our next meeting under
Declaration of President, next Agenda.
2.

TR-2022-40 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for the documentation of the Byron C. Roberts Barn
($8,974.00) (CPA)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
3.

TR-2022-41 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for the purchase of benches to be used on town
owned land ($30,000.00) (CPA)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
4.

TR-2022-42 - A Resolution accepting a grant ($833,300.00) from the Massachusetts Gaming
Commission pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53A (Sponsored by Mayor
Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
5.

TR-2022-43 - A Resolution authorizing the reservation of surplus funds from the Community
Preservation Fund (CPA)

Next Agenda.
6.

TR-2022-44 - A Resolution authorizing the reservation and appropriation of funds from the
Community Preservation Fund (CPA)

Next Agenda.
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7.

TR-2022-45 - A Resolution authorizing the posting of the warrant for the State Primary Election on
September 6, 2022 and the General Election on November 8, 2022 (Clerk)

Next Agenda.
8.

TO-2022-12 - A Budgetary Transfer ($180,000.00) from Building Maintenance Line Item Reserve
Fund (#16605-57300) to Electric/Heat (#11922-52110) (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
9.

TO-2022-13 - An Order granting or renewing a Junk Dealer’s PERMIT for Block Jewelers, Inc., One
South End Bridge Circle, Agawam, MA (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.
10.

TO-2022-14

- A Budgetary Transfer ($278,675.00) from the following accounts:

To the following accounts:

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
11.

TR-2022-46 - A Resolution appropriating funds from Golf Retained Earnings to fund the Fiscal Year
2022 Supplemental Budget (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Council President Johnson wished Councilors Sandlin, Rossi and Calabrese happy birthdays and joked how amazing it
was that they all turned 39 at the same time! Councilor Mercadante noted that on this day 78 years ago was D Day and
wanted us all to remember that the price of freedom is not cheap. He appreciates all of our veterans. Councilor Russo
thanked Aldo Mancini and the Veterans Council for putting on an amazing ceremony and parade for Memorial Day.
Councilor Bitzas congratulated the Class of 2022. Council Vice President Calabrese congratulated the Johnson family
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on having a graduate in the family. She mentioned a fund raiser for life alerts for seniors and how that would be a
wonderful community project. Councilor Sandlin noted that the Agawam Rotary funded a similar project with the
Police Department (“Are You Okay?”) and loved ones are signed up with cell numbers. She also mentioned the
horrible loss of service around town with Verizon asking if the Mayor could look into this and offer an explanation.
Councilor Smith commended Summer Smith on qualifying for the United States Championship in Budapest Hungary.
Councilor President Johnson congratulated her on an unbelievable feat! Councilor Rossi informed everyone about
Robinson State Park Day on Saturday, June 11th. There will be speakers and nature walks etc. with a full day of
educational events happening in the park. Parking is waived for the day and he encouraged anyone to attend. Council
President Johnson welcomed Councilor Hendrickson who congratulated the AHS Class of 2022 and wished them the
best of luck in their future endeavors. He thanked his colleagues for making his first few events enjoyable. Councilor
Suffriti joked that when he goes last there is not much left to say.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was moved by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. Meeting was
adjourned at 8:17pm.

*Please note that this meeting was live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as being able to view on the town’s website*
www.agawam.ma.us
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TO-2022-11 Permit was also granted
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