REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated June 7, 2021
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:05pm (due to some technical difficulties) in the
Auditorium at the Agawam Junior High School. Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the
Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A, Section 20, the public is not allowed to physically access this meeting.
Members of the public will be able to access the meeting on Cable Access Channel 15 as well as watch live streamed
on the town’s website.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Christopher
Johnson, Dino Mercadante, Robert Rossi, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith, Anthony Suffriti and Mario Tedeschi.
Councilor Gina Letellier was absent. With ten present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
Because Council President Johnson has a Conflict of Interest with the related item, Council Vice President Calabrese
read the following letters into record:
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Item D. Minutes
1.

Regular Council Meeting – May 17, 2021

Motion to approve made by Councilor Tedeschi and seconded by Councilors Smith and Cavallo. Voice vote approved
noting Councilor Rossi’s abstention.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
Council President Johnson announced that if anyone watching planned on participating in any of the three Public
Hearings being held, they can participate via Zoom with the ID: 895 1761 4138 and Passcode: 01001 as previously
advertised. Council President Johnson also announced that due to Governor Baker lifting the State of Emergency, the
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next City Council meeting on June 21st will be open to the public and it will be nice to get back to some sort of
normalcy at our meetings. He noted that if you are not fully vaccinated, we ask that you wear a mask.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2021-35 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for a Condition Assessment Report and Preservation
Plan for the Captain Charles Leonard House (CPA) (Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Council President Johnson and Councilor Tedeschi both have a Conflict of Interest with this Agenda item therefore
Council President Johnson turned the microphone over to Council Vice President Calabrese and both Councilors
Johnson and Tedeschi left the stage.
Motion to approve made by Councilors Suffriti and Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Cavallo and Bitzas. As Chair
of the Community Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating that this amount is for the study.
This request is in compliance with the provisions of the CPA. There is currently $640,065.57 available in the CPA
Historic fund. Councilor Rossi has an issue with this because the Captain Leonard House is privately owned and
residents have to pay to utilize this facility. It was discussed that this study will identify the needs and then they can
proceed. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Smith and seconded by
Councilor Calabrese. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No.
Councilor Mercadante said we do not want to lose the charm in town and if we erase things because we don’t want to
invest in them, then we will indeed lose our identity and charm. Councilor Bitzas strongly supported this item. This is
the first step in identifying the issues and hopefully we do not stop there – this is a great place to use the money in this
fund. Councilor Sandlin supports as well and this study will give credence to the needs of the Captain Leonard House
and give a blueprint of what they will need going forward. Councilor Smith noted that the older you get, the more
interested one becomes in the history of the town. This is a great use of these funds. Councilor Cavallo agreed and
supported the item as well.
The vote was 8 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier), 2 ABSTENTIONS (Councilors Johnson and Tedeschi)
approving the item. Councilors Johnson and Tedeschi returned to the stage.
2.

TR-2021-36 - A Resolution appropriating from the Community Preservation Fund and authorizing
the expenditure of Community Preservation funds for the purchase of benches on town owned land
(CPA) (Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Smith and Suffriti. As Chair of the
Community Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating that the benches at the golf course will
be green and around town the benches will be black. These funds will come out of CPA Open Space account. Each
bench costs about $1500 and residents can dedicate a bench for the costs of $500. This request will cover thirty
benches. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Calabrese and seconded
by Councilor Smith. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No.
Councilor Bitzas strongly supported this item even though the price was higher. Council Vice President Calabrese
stated that this is a great program and for only $500 you can dedicate a beautiful bench to a cause or a loved one. She
was especially happy to see that the benches at the golf course were green.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the item.
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3.

TR-2021-37 - A Resolution authorizing the reservation and appropriation of funds from the
Community Preservation Fund (CPA) (Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Bitzas. As Chair of the Community
Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided a report stating that this was easy to understand and there was no
further discussion. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Calabrese and
seconded by Councilor Suffriti. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the item.
4.

TR-2021-38 - A Resolution authorizing the adoption of Orders of Taking for the Morgan Sullivan
Bridge Project under the authority of Section 14 of Chapter 40 and Chapter 79 and Chapter84 of the
General Laws for the construction and maintenance of the Morgan Sullivan Bridge Project (Mayor
Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilors Mercadante and Cavallo. Council
President Johnson stated that this item was modifying one of the takings done earlier on in the project.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the item.
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
1.

TOR-2021-2 (PH-2021-3)
- An Ordinance to amend Section 147 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the
Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (1 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. Council President Johnson
declared the Public Hearing open at 7:31pm. Solicitor Buoniconti thanked the Council for allowing him to speak and
proceeded with his presentation. This item is a recommendation for the Council to consider a change to the marijuana
statutes within the Town of Agawam. Currently in Agawam medical marijuana is allowed to be cultivated and
manufactured and sold to regular customers but recreational sales are prohibited. The City Council recently passed an
exception which would allow the manufacturing of recreational marijuana but not the sale directly to any consumers
within the town. This proposal would do the exact same thing but instead of for manufacturing, it would allow for
licensed indoor marijuana cultivation for recreational use. He stated they tried to narrow it quite a bit by allowing it
only for indoor use which would require the approval of the Police Department, the Fire Department, the Building
Inspector’s Office and many other Department Heads before being allowed to be in the Town of Agawam. This would
only allow it to be developed on Industrial land, not on residential, and it keeps it quite tight. He noted that they are
proposing this amendment because of the economic impact. The town continues to receive phone calls from
prospective developers who are interested in cultivating marijuana based on the changes in the marijuana industry.
The Town of Agawam would receive a substantial benefit from having one of these located within the town. As a
reminder, he stated, the town would be able to negotiate a host agreement upwards of three percent of any sales that
took place and that would mean that any marijuana that was cultivated here in town and sold, that no matter where it
went, the Town of Agawam would receive upwards of three percent of those sales. He closed again mentioning that
based on the number of calls the town is receiving and based upon the issue of keeping this very narrowly limited in
the industrial zones, it is the town’s recommendation that the City Council adopt this change to the marijuana
ordinance.
Councilor Smith asked the Solicitor if there were any projections on the amount of revenue the town might expect to
receive and the Solicitor said they do not know however it is estimated it could be $200,000 to $500,000 similar to the
manufacturing figure we receive. Councilor Mercadante said we have already approved the manufacturing of
marijuana and if we approve the indoor cultivation of marijuana, can we sell that product or can the prospective
cultivator sell that product to the manufacturing facility in Town of Agawam after it gets manufactured. The Solicitor
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noted they can sell to anyone within the community but you have to receive a cultivation license. The Solicitor stated if
you receive a marijuana license, that license allows you to both manufacture and cultivate marijuana and that is under
CMR. Councilor Mercadante also said Agawam has an ambitious schedule with infrastructure etc. and this would be a
good revenue stream to plug away at that schedule. Councilor Mercadante also said he saw that Chicopee just signed a
big agreement as well. Council Vice President Calabrese asked what other communities are doing this and the
Solicitor confirmed that Chicopee is all in at all levels, Holyoke, Easthampton and Northampton for indoor. He is not
sure about outdoor. Council President Johnson asked the one attendee on Zoom if they wished to speak and the
participant was only listening and not going to ask a question. Eric Anderson of 26 Faymore Drive in Agawam sent in
the following email which Council President Johnson read into record:

With no further speakers, Council President Johnson declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:40pm. As Chair of the
Legislative Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided his report stating that the Solicitor gave the same presentation and
similar questions were asked and answered. It was noted that the Planning Board sent a positive recommendation.
Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor
Tedeschi. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Letellier).
Council President Johnson asked if there was any further discussion on the first reading of TOR-2021-2. Councilor
Rossi emphasized that this is NOT about the sale of marijuana in the Town of Agawam. The residents of Agawam
clearly voted that they did not want recreational marijuana sold in Agawam. This ordinance does not allow for the sale
– this is only for indoor cultivation. Councilor Mercadante reiterated Councilor Rossi’s comments and believes this
body has respected the will of the people all the way down the line.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the first reading.
2.

TOR-2021-3 (PH-2021-4)
- An Ordinance to amend Section 124 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the
Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (1 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. Council President Johnson
declared the Public Hearing open at 7:43pm. Again, Solicitor Buoniconti presented this item noting that this amends
our Code by deleting the 500 feet buffer zone and reducing it down to 225 feet as well as changing the measurement of
that parcel from parcel line to parcel line and changing it to building to building. The recommendation for that is to
give greater latitude for a developer of an industrial zoned property to be able to locate one of those properties within
town. A buffer zone if not acted upon is regulated at 500 feet. Solicitor Buoniconti mentioned that the City Council
can regulate the buffer zone as it so chooses. After making his presentation to the Planning Board, they sent a positive
recommendation to the Full Council, however the Planning Board did make the request to site the Code of
Massachusetts regulations that allows the community do that and that has been done in a redraft. The Solicitor noted
that field regular calls from developers and the current 500 foot buffer zone parcel to parcel almost restricts 70% to
80% of industrial zoned properties right out of the gate and Agawam already only has a limited supply of industrial
zoned properties. He stated if you reduce the available properties by that restriction, it leave a town like Agawam, it
makes it very restrictive for a business to come to Agawam. Even if adopted, Solicitor Buoniconti noted, an applicant
would have to go through the Zoning Board of Appeals, receive a Special Permit, the integrity of neighborhoods would
be considered through the application process. There is still adequate protection for a neighborhood if an application
would come before the Zoning Board of Appeals. Councilor Mercadante asked what the lot requirements are for
normal industrial businesses and the Solicitor said there are no buffer zone requirements for any type of industrial use
and therefore no barriers. With no additional speakers, Council President Johnson declared the Public Hearing closed
at 7:47pm. As Chair of the Legislative Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided the report stating that again Solicitor
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Buoniconti presented this item and discussed the current buffer zone and property line and the idea behind this
amendment. Questions were asked and answered. It was noted that the Planning Board sent a positive
recommendation with two minor changes. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by
Councilor Tedeschi and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Letellier).
Council President Johnson asked if there was any further discussion on the first reading of TOR-2021-3. Councilor
Mercadante believe this buffer zone has no bearing on any other parcel in town. Council Vice President Calabrese said
this item troubles her and understands that it is a practical issue but she would prefer to see the buffer zone stay at 500
feet and go building to building. Council President Johnson stepped from the Chair noting that when in conversation
with the Mayor and the Solicitor, if this was left at the 500 foot buffer zone and building to building, it would
essentially eliminate most of the buildings within the town. He believed this to be a good compromise with a number
providing protection. Councilor Rossi agreed and Councilor Sandlin asked the same question and the Solicitor
responded with the same information.
The vote was 9 YES, 1 NO (Councilor Calabrese), 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the first reading.
3.

TR-2021-34 (PH-2021-5)
- A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2022 Annual Operating Budget
for the Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli)

Council President declared the Public Hearing open at 7:51pm. Because the Governor removed the State of
Emergency and we will be open to the public at our June 21st meeting, he asked for a Motion to continue the Public
Hearing as that would give residents the opportunity to speak in person. Motion to continue made by Councilor Rossi
and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. Voice vote approved. The Public Hearing will be left open until June 21, 2021.
Item I. Old Business
1.

TO-2021-11 - An Order granting or renewing a Junk Dealer’s PERMIT for Block Jewelers, Inc., One
South End Bridge Circle, Agawam, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided a report stating that there were no issues with this application and the committee
gave a positive recommendation to the Full Council by a vote of 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Letellier).
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the item.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2021-39 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Patrick Asta-Ferrero II, 124 North Street,
Agawam, MA 01001 to the Agawam Veterans Council (Mayor Sapelli)

Next Agenda.
2.

TR-2021-40 - A Resolution establishing a Health Insurance Trust Agreement pursuant to
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32B, §3A (Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to the Finance Committee, next Agenda.
3.

TR-2021-41 - A Resolution establishing a Dental Insurance Trust Agreement pursuant to
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32B, §3A (Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to the Finance Committee, next Agenda.
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4.

TR-2021-42 - A Resolution accepting a donation of two Fairplay scoreboards and shot clocks for the
High School gymnasium and cost for relocation of the old equipment to the Junior High gymnasium in
honor of Peter E. Hanson (Mayor Sapelli)

Next Agenda.
5.

TR-2021-43 - A Resolution petitioning our State Legislators to sponsor legislation that permits
Community Preservation Act funds to be used by seniors on a fixed income and low income residents
for home maintenance and repairs (Councilors Bitzas, Suffriti and Mercadante)

Referred to the Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Councilor Mercadante send condolences to Will Clark on the passing of his father. Councilor Smith noted that the
graduating seniors lost out on a lot however they could not be denied a wonderful graduation. Everything went
smoothly and he commended all involved in the planning. Councilor Sandlin said she has always wanted to see an
outdoor graduation here in Agawam and it was indeed great to see. She gave special thanks to Les Tingley and the IT
group for all their work as well. Councilor Suffriti sent a big thanks to a staple restaurant that is closing at the end of
the month – The Parthenon has been serving Agawam for many years and it will be sad to see it close. Councilor
Suffriti also congratulated Carm Mineo and family on the birth of a new baby girl. Council Vice President Calabrese
sent congratulations to all the graduates. She also noted what a wonderful Memorial Day parade it was as well as the
Memorial Day events throughout the weekend. Council Vice President wanted to send a shout out to the Rua boys for
such a moving performance of Taps – it would be nice if they would do that every year. Councilor Cavallo also said
the graduation was well done but it was very hot but the event was well organized. He also mentioned Awards Night
saying it was good but very quick and missed having the parents there as well as the reception afterwards. Councilor
Cavallo also commended Aldo Mancini for his phenomenal work with the parade and dealing with the threat of bad
weather. Councilor Tedeschi echoed everyone’s sentiments on all the events saying they were wonderful. Councilor
Rossi was glad to see things starting to open back up but would encourage more people to attend the actual ceremony
on Veterans’ Green after the parade as that is the whole purpose of the day and where we actually pay tribute to our
Veterans. Councilor Bitzas felt such pride at graduation – we have such good teachers and good school system. He
congratulated the Class of 2021 – work hard, try your best, aim high and you will always be successful. Council
President Johnson wished happy birthdays to Councilors Calabrese and Rossi. He echoed Councilor Rossi’s
comments and agreed it is nice to see things opening up but more importantly, attitudes are lifting. He said it is
especially nice to see everyone’s faces again.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn moved and seconded all around. Meeting was adjourned at 8:03pm. *Please note that this meeting
was live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as being able to view on the town’s website* www.agawam.ma.us
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TO-2021-11 Junk Dealer Permit was also approved.
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