REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated June 21, 2021
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00 in the Auditorium at the Agawam Junior High
School. This was the first meeting open to the public since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Christopher
Johnson, Gina Letellier, Dino Mercadante, Robert Rossi, Gerald Smith, Anthony Suffriti and Mario Tedeschi.
Councilor Rosemary Sandlin was absent. With ten present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
Charlie Alvanos, 125 Anvil Street, spoke about the cell tower at the Agawam Municipal Golf Course.
Item D. Minutes
1.

Regular Council Meeting – June 7, 2021

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. Voice vote approved noting
Councilor Letellier’s abstention.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
None.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2021-39 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Patrick Asta-Ferrero II, 71 Birch Hill
Road, Agawam, MA 01001 to the Agawam Veterans Council (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Rossi.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the item.
2.

TR-2021-40 - A Resolution establishing a Health Insurance Trust Agreement pursuant to
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32B, §3A (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the Finance Committee,
Councilor Mercadante provided the report stating that the Solicitor gave an overview of the Resolution. BC/BS was
facing a nine percent increase and negotiated to a seven percent increase but the Mayor thought that was too high. The
item before the Council represents a two percent increase in costs to the town. FY22 term will be up for negotiation
with all unions. Colleen Gruska will become the Administrator instead of BC/BS and said she is basically already
doing this job. No new hires and no stipends to be paid. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full
Council made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No.
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Councilor Tedeschi added that the town was faced with a nine percent increase but went to seven percent with this.
Councilor Bitzas supports this and commented that other towns have already implemented something similar. Council
Vice President Calabrese said this is a trust that is audited on a regular basis and will be closely monitored by the HR
Director, who is confident in managing this to avoid unnecessary increases.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the item.
3.

TR-2021-41 - A Resolution establishing a Dental Insurance Trust Agreement pursuant to
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32B, §3A (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilors Smith and Cavallo. As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Mercadante provided the report stating that same discussion as above and this provides savings
to the town by administering the payments. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by
Councilor Tedeschi and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sandlin).
Councilor Cavallo noted that the town’s dental plan has not gone up in several years.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the item.
4.

TR-2021-42 - A Resolution accepting a donation of two Fairplay scoreboards and shot clocks for the
High School gymnasium and cost for relocation of the old equipment to the Junior High gymnasium in
honor of Peter E. Hanson (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Suffriti and Cavallo.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the item. Council President Johnson thanked
the Hanson family for their very generous donation of close to $12,000.00.
5.

TR-2021-43 - A Resolution petitioning our State Legislators to sponsor legislation that permits
Community Preservation Act funds to be used by seniors on a fixed income and low income residents
for home maintenance and repairs (Councilors Bitzas, Suffriti and Mercadante) (Referred to
Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor and seconded by Councilor. As Chair of the Community Relations Committee,
Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating there is currently $4,437,178 in the CPA account with a balance of
$955,000 in Affordable Housing including more matched money coming in. Councilor Smith asked who would
determine the eligibility for this fund if this resolution passed. Solicitor Buoniconti stated that really can’t use CPA
money for private houses that lack a public purpose. This proposal would pierce the anti-aide provisions of the
Massachusetts Constitution. This is for people in need. Members present supported this idea and Councilor Rossi
questioned the legality but the Solicitor signed the Resolution for form and legality. The Solicitor also mentioned that
Council President Johnson would help draft legislation so it could be attached to this Resolution but hasn't had time.
Councilor Calabrese suggested tabling this item. I asked her to wait until we presented this to the whole body and
everyone agreed. No recommendation made and a Motion to table was moved and seconded. Council President
Johnson stated prior to the Motion to table that he began the research on the legislation but agreed with the Solicitor
that he doesn’t believe we can make outright grants. He does however think we might be able to offer forgivable loans
for income eligible individuals for necessary improvements to their homes. This would help prevent neighborhood
blights and allow people to stay in their homes longer.
Motion to table by Councilor Smith and seconded by Council Vice President Calabrese. Voice vote unanimous.
Item G. Elections
None.
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Item H. Public Hearings
1.

TR-2021-34 (PH-2021-5)
- A Resolution adopting the Fiscal Year 2022 Annual Operating Budget
for the Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (Public Hearing continued from June 7, 2021)

Council President Johnson stated we opened the Public Hearing and continued it at our last meeting. Council
President Johnson reopened the Public Hearing at 7:26pm. Council President Johnson asked if anyone wanted to
speak in favor. William Clark 26 Highland Road spoke about not cutting storm water and noted that the Capital
Improvement Plan was not a good plan and noted that great the golf course was running well. Council President
Johnson asked if anyone else wanted to speak in favor or in favor name only, and in opposition. Charles Alvanos
concerned about lack of sewers in areas of town and town needs a grant writer. He also said kudos to the golf course
for being in the green. No one else spoke in opposition or in opposition name only. Council President Johnson
declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:34pm.
Councilor Bitzas said this budget was a well done budget and hopefully there will be no cuts. He mentioned looking
into a higher hourly rate for some workers but Council Vice President Calabrese said it was important, with this being
a renegotiation year, not to show our hand. She also thought this budget was a well thought out, well formulated
budget. Councilor Mercadante said this budget maintains all services noting we have a first rate Police Department
and Fire Department, our schools are great and it is important to support this budget. Councilor Cavallo thinks the
entire budget is great and will support it as well. Councilor Tedeschi said the only issue he sees is the amount of
money in the Capital Improvement Budget and agreed with the speaker that there should have been more money
allocated. He will support the budget but he felt strongly that more funds should be going toward the Capital
Improvement Plan. Councilor Rossi supports the budget and noted Mayor Sapelli has kept costs down while services
go up. He said it was well put together and the Mayor did a fine job especially under the circumstances of the past
year.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the FY22 Operating Budget.
Item I. Old Business
1.

TOR-2021-2 - An Ordinance to amend Section 147 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the Town of
Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (2 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve the second and final reading made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Rossi and
Cavallo.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the second and final reading.
2.

TOR-2021-3 - An Ordinance to amend Section 124 of Chapter 180 of the Code of the Town of
Agawam (Mayor Sapelli) (2 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve the second and final reading made by Councilor Cavallo and seconded by Councilors Smith and
Mercadante.
The vote was 9 YES, 1 NO (Council Vice President Calabrese), 1 ABSENT (Councilor Sandlin) approving the second
and final reading.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2021-44 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Trent Formaggioni, 886 Main Street #9,
Agawam, MA to the Agawam Housing Authority to an unexpired term expiring the second Monday in
January, 2025 (Mayor Sapelli)

Next Agenda.
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2.

TR-2021-45 - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of $3,054,708.00 pursuant to M.G. L.
Chapter 44, §53A from the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development to the
Town of Agawam (Mayor Sapelli)

Council President Johnson noted that this is just the continuation of pass through funds for Wayfinders. Next Agenda.
3.

TR-2021-46 - A Resolution to petition our State Legislators to oppose any amendments of Special
Covid-19 legislation that make universal mail-in voting a permanent process (Sponsored by Councilors
Bitzas, Calabrese, Mercadante, Suffriti and Tedeschi)

Referred to Legislative Committee, next Agenda.
4.

TR-2021-47 - A Resolution accepting a grant from the United States Federal Government Corona
Virus Relief Fund (Cares Act) pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, §53A (Mayor
Sapelli)

This item is the subject matter for a workshop scheduled for Monday, June 28th, at 7pm at the Agawam Senior Center
where it will be recorded and rebroadcast for the public; next Agenda.
5.

TR-2021-48 - A Resolution accepting grant monies from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance Program to the Town of Agawam in connection to Covid-19 expenses
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, §53A (Mayor Sapelli)

This item is the subject matter for a workshop scheduled for Monday, June 28th, at 7pm at the Agawam Senior Center
where it will be recorded and rebroadcast for the public; next Agenda.
6.

TR-2021-49 - A Resolution accepting a grant from the United States Federal Government American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, §53A (Mayor
Sapelli)

This item is the subject matter for a workshop scheduled for Monday, June 28th, at 7pm at the Agawam Senior Center
where it will be recorded and rebroadcast for the public; next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Councilor Rossi mentioned that he witnessed a person let her two dogs out at the beautiful park by O’Brien’s Corner.
The dogs proceeded to run around off leash and do their business with the owner having no intention of picking up
their mess. It disturbed him because no one should be allowed to deface that property and especially when the dog
park is right around the corner! He said people should be more considerate and hopefully this person hears this
message. Councilor Tedeschi mentioned the newly constructed area down by Rocky’s on Springfield Street and the
island stopping traffic from turning into that parking lot. He requested a No U TURN sign be placed at that island.
Councilor Cavallo is still waiting for the crosswalks by Silver and Suffield Streets to be painted and complained about
the traffic buildup by the entrance to Dunkin Donuts saying it is a crazy intersection and needs to be addressed.
Council Vice President Calabrese echoed Councilor Tedeschi’s comments agreeing on the need for better signage in
that area. She also thanked the APD, AFD, and First Responders for their service especially at the recent house fire off
Maple Street where dogs were recovered and everyone was safe. Council President Johnson said a member of his staff
was connected to that fire so it hit close to home and thanked them as well. Councilor Letellier (via Zoom)
congratulated the Mayor and his staff on a well done budget. She also wished everyone a safe and happy Fourth of
July! Councilor Suffriti also wished everyone a Happy 4th and a safe summer. Councilor Smith congratulated his
granddaughter Summer Smith for advancing to Semi-Finals of the Olympic qualifiers which was shown live on NBC.
She landed 10th overall and went up against one of the current world record holders. She did a really great job
representing Agawam! Council President Johnson congratulated her on her outstanding achievement. Councilor
Mercadante was very happy to see that the Council wasn’t wearing masks and that the auditorium was open for
business. He encouraged residents of Agawam to come down to these meetings and get involved. Council President
Johnson reminded everyone that he was scheduling a Workshop for Monday, June 28th at the Agawam Senior Center
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at 7pm. He also is scheduling the July 12th and August 2nd meetings at the same location because it is easier since
school is out and we don’t need to reopen just for one meeting. Council President Johnson noted that our meetings are
now open to the public. He also mentioned a ribbon cutting for the Morgan Sullivan Bridge with the Lt. Governor on
Thursday which is being organized by the State so watch your emails for specifics. Council President Johnson also
spoke about the Town of Agawam losing a treasured member of its community – Marilyn Curry – who died last week
at the age of 90. Whenever anyone needed anything or something needed to be done for Agawam especially in the
preservation of history, Marilyn was there. In speaking with her son, even with her last breaths, she was still talking
about the things that needed to get done in Agawam. She loved Agawam and Marilyn will be dearly missed. He
concluded by wishing everyone a Happy Fourth of July.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn moved and seconded all around. Meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm. *Please note that this meeting
was live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as being able to view on the town’s website* www.agawam.ma.us
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