REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated September 7, 2022
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00pm at the Agawam Senior Center Veterans Hall.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following Councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Thomas
Hendrickson, Christopher Johnson, Dino Mercadante, Anthony Russo, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith, and Anthony
Suffriti. Councilor Robert Rossi was absent. With ten present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
Alice Crowley and Attorney Jason Levine spoke regarding the Conservation Commission and their recent decision
regarding Crowley Farm. Mrs. Crowley thanked all the residents for signing an online petition and explained the
background of this issue. Attorney Levine discussed the process of appealing the decision of the Conservation
Commission and stressed the importance of the City Council using extreme oversight when confirming future
appointments to this Commission.
Item D. Minutes
1.

Regular Council Meeting – August 1, 2022

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. Voice vote approved.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
None.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2022-51 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Howard Safford, 92 Juniper Ridge
Drive, Feeding Hills, MA to the Agawam Liquor License Commission to a term expiring the first
Monday in June 2027 (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilors Calabrese and Cavallo and seconded by Councilor Sandlin.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the reappointment.
2.

TR-2022-52 - A Resolution appropriating ($50,000.00) from the Community Preservation Fund and
authorizing the expenditure of Community Preservation Funds for open space restoration (CPA)
(Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilors Russo and Sandlin. As Chair of the
Community Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating that the Solicitor provided an
explanation of this item and the committee was in full support of the appropriation. Motion to send a positive
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recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Russo and seconded by Council Vice President Calabrese.
The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Rossi). Councilor Bitzas was in full support of this item. Council
Vice President Calabrese said there is not enough beauty in this world and was in full support.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
3.

TR-2022-53 - A Resolution to redraft a petition to the General Court to amend Chapter 80 of the
Acts of 2002 relative to Special Police Officers in the Town of Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli,
Council President Johnson, and Councilor Mercadante) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Russo and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. As Chair of the Legislative
Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided the report stating that the Solicitor explained the reason this item is back on
our Agenda. Language was amended as required by PERAC. There was discussion about the House not getting it
through in time and the concern about this going forward. The Solicitor stated that the Chairwoman of the third
reading reviewed the current language and did not see anything that would cause a delay by returning it back for an
amendment. The Mayor’s Office is hopeful that the House will review and act on this item in an informal session as
this has been worked on through all stages over the last three years. Councilor Bitzas had no issues with the revised
language and Councilor Mercadante reiterating his involvement. The Solicitor explained the back and forth
negotiation with the Special Police group to find a neutral ground between the town, the special officers, the state level
legislation and PERAC. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Bitzas and
seconded by Councilor Russo. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No. Councilor Mercadante provided a background on this item
noting he has been involved for some time. He was hopeful to put this item to bed once and for all and thanked the
Administration, the rank and file and everyone for their support of this item. Councilor Russo strongly supported this
item noting he was lucky enough to participate on a ride along with one of the officers. He stressed there is not enough
manpower and this is an important piece of legislation. Councilor Bitzas thanked Councilor Mercadante for
resurrecting this item and strongly supported it as well.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
4.

TR-2022-54 - A Resolution to appropriate and authorize borrowing in the amount of Five Hundred
Forty Thousand Dollars ($540,000.00) for the costs of lead service line inventory planning (Sponsored by
Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilors Mercadante and Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. As Chair of the
Finance Committee, Councilor Mercadante provided the report stating that the Solicitor provided an explanation of this
item noting that the state and federal regulations require inventory by 2024. Councilor Mercadante wanted to ensure
there was no infringement on the residents. Councilors Sandlin and Calabrese made comments about this being part of
long range planning for the town and was a good thing. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council
made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No. Councilor Sandlin
wanted to make sure everyone knew this was an appropriation to be sued to be in front of any grants and was assured
that we would not use this money if there were no grants available to the town. This lead service line inventory is an
unfunded 2024 mandate. Council President Johnson explained that the grant was a first come first served basis and if
awarded the grant, we would proceed. If not awarded the grant, we would not use these funds but would likely reapply
in the future. They are fairly confident that there are no lead lines in the Town of Agawam. Council Vice President
Calabrese said Council President stole her thunder and noted this is a way of long range planning and only for townowned properties.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
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5.

TR-2022-55 - A Resolution authorizing the appropriation of Thirty Three Thousand Seven Hundred
and Eighty Six Dollars and Twenty Nine Cents ($33,786.29) from the Energy Management Project
Stabilization Fund for costs related to lighting upgrades at the Public Library and Senior Center
(Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Mercadante stated that the Solicitor explained this appropriation was to supplement the overrun
of this project. Councilor Sandlin noted that this is the exact purpose for which we have this fund. Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. The
vote was 5 Yes, 0 No.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
6.

TR-2022-56 - A Resolution to Authorize the Chief of Police to assign Police Officers to polling places
(Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Russo and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. Council President Johnson stepped
from the Chair to offer an amendment after speaking with the Mayor during the Agenda Review. In the second line of
the Now Therefore clause after the words Chief of Police, the words “with approval of the Mayor” should be added.
Motion to amend made by Council President Johnson and seconded by Council Vice President Calabrese. The vote
was 10 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Rossi) approving the amendment. Councilor Hendrickson stated he was a bit
skeptical of this item but after spending all day at the polls on Election Day, he was witness to multiple conflicts
between competing campaigns that could have easily escalated to police involvement. Elections are inherently
conducive to conflicts and he is in support of this item. Council President Johnson said one person would be
designated as a constable and instructed to immediately call the police and that this item is not intended on having a
police officer assigned to each precinct.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item as amended.
7.

TR-2022-57 - A Resolution regarding early voting hours for the 2022 Fall State Election (Sponsored
by Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. Councilor
Hendrickson said he believes the justification for this item is to save money and asked if anyone knew how much
money it would save the town. Council President Johnson noted that there was no amount listed but also can allow
manpower to focus on voting by mail. Councilor Hendrickson noted that we should be working on making voting
more accessible not less accessible and would be voting against this item. Councilor Sandlin also had concerns with
this item and said it caters to working people. Councilor Smith said the proposed hours are very generous and gives
people plenty of time to vote.
The vote was 8 YES, 2 NO (Councilors Hendrickson and Sandlin), 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
8.

TR-2022-58 - A Resolution to appropriate and transfer Eighty One Thousand Eighty Seven Dollars
and Forty Eight Cents ($81,087.48) for the Agreement of the Agawam Clerical Association with the
Town of Agawam (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the Finance
Committee, Councilor Mercadante provided the report stating that the Solicitor explained that this resolution was to
fund the first year of the Clerical Union contract negotiations. He noted that a Transfer Order would be on our next
Agenda. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by
Councilor Cavallo. The vote was 5 Yes, 0 No. Council President Johnson noted that the City Council is required to
approve the first year of a union contract but we are not obligated to approve the second and third years because in
theory there could be different people sitting on the Council at that time. Councilor Bitzas said this was well deserved.
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The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
None.
Item I. Old Business
None.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2022-59 - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of Four Hundred Thousand Dollars and
Zero Cents ($400,000.00) from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation to the Town of
Agawam. (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Councilor Bitzas provided information regarding Glendi. Councilor Cavallo again spoke about Verizon issues and
also praised the APD for their quick response to recent issues he had. Council Vice President Calabrese said Verizon
issues are more regional and mentioned a recent issue in the hill towns. Councilor Smith said he votes at the Jr High
and was asked by a poll worker for better access from the back parking lot to the gym where you have to walk through
grass. He asked if maybe steps could be added or something. Councilor Sandlin agreed and said she was slipping on
the gym floor. She also reiterated the issue at Silver and Suffield Streets crosswalks saying something needs to be
done there. As Chair of the Housing Committee, she is working on providing information for seniors and those
needing assistance. Councilor Sandlin also mentioned that former Senator Linda Melconian would be doing a book
signing at the library on September 12th. Councilor Suffriti reminded everyone that kids were back to school and all
seems to go on without a hitch. He welcomed everyone back to in class teaching. Council President Johnson said as
we have done in the past, we can invite Verizon to come before us noting to Councilor Cavallo that Verizon and
Verizon Wireless are two separate companies. He explained the internet alternative and said we would have a
workshop soon to get an update. He reminded everyone about the wording of the ballot question for the November
ballot regarding moving the Mayor’s term from two years to four years and somehow the ball got dropped but is
finally on the November ballot.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was moved and seconded all around the house. Meeting was adjourned at 7:53pm.

*Please note that this meeting was live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as being able to view on the town’s website*
www.agawam.ma.us
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